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Australian cricket is a national obsession. The sport has been played in
Australia for over 150 years, and the national team is one of the most
successful in the world. Australian cricketers have won the Ashes more
than any other team, and they have also won the Cricket World Cup five
times.

But the history of Australian cricket is not just a story of success. There
have been many years of struggle along the way. In the early days, the
Australian team was often beaten by touring teams from England. And in
recent years, the team has struggled to maintain its dominance in the face
of rising competition from other countries.

This book tells the complete story of Australian cricket. It covers the early
days of the game, the golden age of the 1990s and 2000s, and the
challenges that the team has faced in recent years.
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The Early Years

Cricket was first introduced to Australia by British colonists in the early 19th
century. The first recorded cricket match in Australia was played in Sydney
in 1803. The game quickly became popular, and by the 1850s, there were
cricket clubs in every major city in Australia.

The Australian national team was first formed in 1877. The team played its
first Test match against England in 1877, and they won by 45 runs. This
victory was a major upset, and it helped to establish Australia as a
cricketing superpower.

The Golden Age

The Australian cricket team dominated the world game for much of the 20th
century. The team won the Ashes 16 times between 1902 and 1956, and
they also won the Cricket World Cup in 1987.

The golden age of Australian cricket was the 1990s and 2000s. During this
time, the team won the Ashes 10 times, and they also won the Cricket
World Cup in 1999 and 2003.

The Australian team of the 1990s and 2000s was one of the greatest
cricket teams of all time. The team was led by some of the greatest players
in the history of the game, including Shane Warne, Glenn McGrath, and
Ricky Ponting.

The Challenges

In recent years, the Australian cricket team has struggled to maintain its
dominance. The team has lost the Ashes four times in the past six series,



and they have also been beaten in the Cricket World Cup semi-finals in
2015 and 2019.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to the Australian
team's recent struggles. One factor is the rise of other countries, such as
India and England. These countries have developed strong cricket
programs, and they are now able to compete with Australia on a more level
playing field.

Another factor that has contributed to the Australian team's struggles is the
retirement of some of their greatest players. Shane Warne, Glenn McGrath,
and Ricky Ponting have all retired in recent years, and the team has not yet
been able to replace them with players of equal quality.

The Future

The future of Australian cricket is uncertain. The team is facing a number of
challenges, but they also have a lot of talent. If the team can find a way to
overcome their challenges, they have the potential to be one of the best
teams in the world once again.

This book is a must-read for any fan of Australian cricket. It is a
comprehensive and well-written account of the history of the game in
Australia. The book is full of fascinating stories and insights, and it is sure
to keep you entertained from start to finish.

Free Download your copy today!

Australian Cricket: Years of Struggle and Summer of Riches is available
now from all good bookstores.
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