
Essential Places and Curiosities in the Gothic
Quarter Barcelona
Barcelona's Gothic Quarter is a captivating labyrinth of narrow streets,
medieval churches, and hidden plazas that transport visitors back in time to
the city's ancient past. This historic neighborhood, the heart of Barcelona,
is a treasure trove of architectural wonders, captivating stories, and cultural
experiences. In this article, we will take a journey through the Gothic
Quarter's most essential places and uncover its fascinating curiosities.

Plaça de Catalunya

Our journey begins at Plaça de Catalunya, the bustling square that marks
the gateway to the Gothic Quarter. This lively plaza is a meeting point for
locals and tourists, surrounded by elegant buildings, fountains, and statues.
From here, we venture into the narrow streets of the Gothic Quarter, where
every corner reveals a new architectural gem.
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Barcelona Cathedral

At the heart of the Gothic Quarter stands Barcelona Cathedral, a
magnificent Gothic masterpiece that dominates the skyline. Its imposing
facade, adorned with intricate carvings and soaring spires, is a testament to
the city's medieval grandeur. Step inside to marvel at the soaring vaults,
stained-glass windows, and the crypt, where the remains of Saint Eulalia,
Barcelona's patron saint, are said to rest.

Plaça Sant Felip Neri

Just behind the cathedral lies Plaça Sant Felip Neri, a tranquil oasis amidst
the bustling streets. This charming square is surrounded by medieval
buildings and features a fountain with a haunting history. During the
Spanish Civil War, the square was bombed, and the bullet holes that
scarred the walls of the church are still visible today, serving as a poignant
reminder of Barcelona's turbulent past.

Palau de la Generalitat

On Carrer de Sant Honorat, we encounter the Palau de la Generalitat, the
seat of the Catalan government. This opulent palace, built in the 15th
century, is a stunning example of Catalan Gothic architecture. Its grand
courtyard, adorned with intricate carvings and a magnificent fountain, is a
must-see. Guided tours offer a glimpse into the palace's fascinating history
and its role in Catalan politics.

Santa Maria del Mar

A short walk from the Palau de la Generalitat brings us to Santa Maria del
Mar, one of Barcelona's most beautiful churches. This 14th-century
masterpiece is known for its soaring ribbed vaults, which create a sense of



awe and wonder. The church's interior is adorned with stunning stained-
glass windows, depicting scenes from the life of Christ. Don't miss the
opportunity to climb to the rooftop terrace for panoramic views of the Gothic
Quarter.

El Call

Venturing deeper into the Gothic Quarter, we discover El Call, the former
Jewish quarter. This atmospheric neighborhood is a maze of narrow streets
lined with medieval buildings, many of which have been restored to their
former glory. El Call is home to the Barcelona History Museum, which
houses a collection of artifacts and documents that tell the story of
Barcelona's Jewish community.

Museu Picasso

Art lovers will not want to miss the Museu Picasso, located in the heart of
the Gothic Quarter. This museum houses an extensive collection of
paintings, sculptures, and drawings by the renowned artist Pablo Picasso.
The museum provides an immersive journey through Picasso's artistic
evolution, showcasing his early works, his Cubist masterpieces, and his
later experimental pieces.

Curiosities of the Gothic Quarter

Beyond its iconic landmarks, the Gothic Quarter is also home to a wealth of
hidden curiosities that add to its charm and intrigue.

The Pont del Bisbe: This small bridge, connecting two buildings on
Carrer del Bisbe, offers a unique perspective of the Gothic Quarter.
Look for the gargoyles that adorn the bridge, said to ward off evil
spirits.



The Casa dels Canonges: This 15th-century mansion, located on
Plaça Nova, is believed to be haunted by the ghost of a former
resident. Legend has it that her screams can still be heard on stormy
nights.

The Plaça Reial: This beautiful square, surrounded by palm trees and
elegant buildings, was once a bullfighting ring. Today, it is a popular
spot for locals and tourists to relax and soak up the atmosphere.

The Carrer del Parlament: This narrow street is home to the oldest
pharmacy in Barcelona, the Farmacia Bolós. Established in 1415, the
pharmacy has preserved its original interior, complete with wooden
shelves and antique jars.

The Plaça Sant Jaume: This grand square is home to the Barcelona
City Hall and the Palau de la Generalitat. It is also the site of the
weekly book market, where you can browse a wide selection of new
and used books.

The Gothic Quarter is a captivating destination that offers a unique blend of
history, architecture, culture, and charm. Its essential places and hidden
curiosities are a testament to Barcelona's rich past and vibrant present.
Whether you are a first-time visitor or a seasoned traveler, exploring the
Gothic Quarter is an unforgettable experience that will leave you with a
lasting impression. So, come and discover the secrets of this enchanting
neighborhood, where every corner holds a story waiting to be told.
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